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The Far SideÂ® is back in this much-anticipated three-volume slipcased paperback edition of The

Complete Far Side!â€œEvery one of these cartoons is just something that drifted into my head when

I was alone with my thoughts. And, for better or worse, I â€˜jottedâ€™ them down. It was only later,

when perhaps I received an angry letter from someone, that it struck me: Hey! Someoneâ€™s been

reading my diary!â€• --Gary Larson, from the preface to The Complete Far Side Originally published

in hardcover in 2003, The Complete Far Side was a New York Times bestseller. Now itâ€™s back

as a paperback set with a newly designed slipcase that will delight Far Side fans. Revered by its

fans as the funniest, most original, most â€œWhat the ... ?â€•-inspiring cartoon ever, The Far

SideÂ® debuted in January 1980 and enjoyed an illustrious 14 years on the worldâ€™s comics

pages until Gary Larsonâ€™s retirement in 1994. The Complete Far Side celebrates Larsonâ€™s

twisted, irreverent genius in this ultimate Far Side book. A masterpiece of comic brilliance, The

Complete Far Side contains every Far Side cartoon ever syndicated--over 4,000 if you must

know--presented in (more or less) chronological order by year of publication, with more than 1,100

that had never before appeared in a book. Also included are additional Far Side cartoons Larson

created after his retirement: 13 that appeared in the last Far Side book, Last Chapter and Worse,

and six cartoons that periodically ran as a special feature in the New York Times Science Times

section as The Far SideÂ® of Science. Creator Gary Larson offers a rare glimpse into the mind of

The Far SideÂ® in quirky and thoughtful introductions to each of the 14 chapters. Complaint letters,

fan letters, and queries from puzzled readers appear alongside some of the more provocative or

elusive panels. Actor, author, and comedian Steve Martin offers his sagacious thoughts in a

foreword, and Larsonâ€™s former editor describes what it was like to be â€œthe guy who could

explain every Far Side cartoon.â€• During its 14-year run, The Far SideÂ® was syndicated

internationally to over 1,900 daily newspapers. It spawned 23 books and has been translated into

17 different languages. Copyright Â© 2014 by FarWorks, Inc. All Rights Reserved. The Far SideÂ®

and Tales from The Far SideÂ® are registered trademarks of FarWorks, Inc.
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The first thing you notice about The Complete Far Side is its weight. This is a heavy item. (...) Even

the slipcase is made of some super-industrial-strength cardboard, because a regular thickness just

wouldn't be up to the task of housing the two absolutely massive bound volumes within.You really

can't imagine how big and heavy this thing is. Get a rough estimate in your mind. Now double it.

Good, you're getting close. (...)P>The second thing you notice is quality. Everything from the

full-color pages (even when the comics are in black-and-white) to the cloth binding with gold

embossing, to the full-color plates decorating the outside of the slipcase shouts "We are the

nicest-looking books you will ever own."

Because Gary Larson's "The Far Side" cartoons didn't appear in my newspaper, I never saw them

as they came out. Instead, I'd see them tacked to office cubicle walls, or on greeting cards, or

desktop calendars, or coffee mugs -- in short, all over the place. It didn't take me long to become a

big Larson fan.When I first came across "The Complete Far Side" a year ago, in a local book store,

it was set up on the kind of display stand normally reserved for encyclopedias, major dictionaries,

and other scholarly works of that sort. As I reverently turned the pages, laughing at just about

everything I saw, my hands got really sweaty. ("Ohpleaseohpleaseohplease!") It was mighty pricey.

It was HUGE. Where am I going to PUT this thing??? No, I really can't .... and I'd walk away, looking

back longingly.So I thought about it for a full year, watching sales come and go, and the books

disappear for a time, only to reappear, and finally I broke down and ordered them from . The

shipment box comes with a prominent "warning, heavy contents" sticker. Larson calls it an

"18-pound hernia giver". Page "xxi" in Volume One shows a full-page cartoon of the books being

assembled with a crane. You get the idea.And I still had to figure out where to put them. They won't

fit on any of my bookshelves. They're much too big for the coffee table. Under my bed? The

monsters would eat them, and the crunching would keep me awake. Finally I hit upon the ideal

solution: I slung them onto my dresser, between my "Compact Oxford Dictionary" and the filing



cabinet.Interesting note: the two-volume microprint dictionary comes in its own display case,

complete with magnifying glass, and turns out to be EXACTLY the same height and depth as "The

Complete Far Side".
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